
District Two Community Traffic Safety Program 
News Update • October 2023

TRAFFICSAFETYTALK

Region 4 Special Edition

Building Safe Communities:

Community Traffic Safety Newsletter

June 2012

Safe Communities Service Center

c/o NHTSA Region 6 Office

819 Taylor Street, Room 8A38

Fort Worth, Texas 76102

safe.communities@dot.gov

www.nhtsa.gov

Florida Department of 

Transportation 
In producing the Building Safe Communities Newsletter, we have the 

opportunity to showcase classic programs and best practices of our 

community traffic safety partners throughout the U.S. This edition is 

dedicated to the Florida Community Traffic Safety Teams that work 

tirelessly to make a difference in their districts. You will learn what the 

Florida Department of Transportation has done to support these teams from 

development to implementation. Then you will learn from the districts what 

they identify as priority problems, how they put countermeasures in place, 

and the results achieved.
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Connecting on District Two Concerns

Safe Communities

This year, we began virtual, open discussion meetings on 
special topics to encourage conversations on districtwide 
issues. The informal gathering is an excellent opportunity 
for members across our 18-county district to connect, ask 
questions, and share knowledge. 

Tackling important topics is a group effort. Bringing 
everyone together to address issues affecting our 
communities is what we are about. In September, we 
held a final Districtwide Discussion following up about 
safety concerns of electric mobility devices, like e-bikes, 

e-scooters, and e-unicycles, and concerns about golf carts and low-speed vehicles (LSVs). Thank you to 
everyone who has joined the conversation. We received a lot of valuable input, experience, and expertise 
from team members. Although it is not the same as being present and part of the dialogue, we have 
posted the Districtwide Discussions presentation slides online.  We may need to revisit these items as 
more research data becomes available. In the meantime, please reference the resources we have compiled 
online and submit any new information you find to be included.

In a recent article, we explained what a Safe 
Community is, why it was developed, and how it is 
incorporated into addressing the ongoing roadway 
safety crisis we face today. Community Traffic Safety 
Teams (CTSTs) have always been synonymous with 
Safe Communities. Safe Communities is a model 
used by communities nationwide to identify and 
address local injury problems. Safe Communities 
allow citizens to predict when and where injuries 
are most likely to strike. And take the best course of 
action to keep them from happening at all. 

The Northeast Florida Community Traffic Safety Program follows the “Safe Communities” model used 
nationwide to identify and address local injury problems. We play a critical role in traffic safety, connecting 
local communities, identifying priority problems, and implementing countermeasures. CTSTs work 
together to improve traffic safety and help curb dangerous driving behaviors. We bring highway safety, 
public health, law enforcement, and business leaders across our 18 counties.

Mark your calendar for our next Districtwide Discussion meeting scheduled on Thursday, 
November 9th at 10:00 AM. We will touch base on any new information about the ongoing traffic 
safety concerns with electric mobility devices and low-speed vehicles, updates regarding school traffic 
camera enforcement in Northeast Florida and showcase a new traffic safety presentation.

https://trafficsafetyteam.org/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/safe-communities/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/districtwide-discussions/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/e-bike-safety-discussion/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/low-speed-vehicle-safety/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/districtwide-discussions/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/safe-communities/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/safe-communities/


For Child Passenger Safety Week and National Seat Check Saturday in September, we distributed 3,750 
double-sided W.H.A.L.E. Check flyers to Northeast Florida Traffic Safety Team members and partners for 
community outreach efforts to help raise awareness and prevent tragedies. Our W.H.A.L.E. Check program 
was highlighted in Target ZERO’s weekly “Tips Tuesday” to raise awareness with our internal teams and 
partners, support safety in the community with this grass-roots outreach efforts, and in our everyday lives. 

On September 20th, FDOT District Two partnered with Gainesville Fire Rescue and UF Health Children’s 
Hospital for a free car seat check. W.H.A.L.E (We Have A Little Emergency) was given to those who 
participated in this event. Keeping our children safe is a top priority every single day! What a great 
partnership and community outreach to educate about proper car seats and installations. We love these 
photos and seeing the Orange & Blue W.H.A.L.E. Check flyers.

Duval Traffic Safety Team member Holly Walker distributed a pack of W.H.A.L.E. Check flyers at the NAS 
Jacksonville USO Baby Shower on September 6th.  They had about 75 attendees of mothers (expecting and 
just delivered) and their significant others.  The NAS Jax Family and Fleet took the remaining flyers and 
are adding them to their Daddy Bootcamp and other upcoming events to include in hand-out packets. 
Holly plans to conduct a Child Passenger Safety talk for one of the Daddy Bootcamps, 
and they are setting up once-a-month CPS checks at the USO. What an excellent 
community partner – Thank you for these ongoing CPS efforts!

Additionally, the new W.H.A.L.E. Check printable flyer was made available 
online. We are now producing these 8.5” x 11” full-color, one-sided flyers  
on sticker paper. Please continue to share this vital child passenger  
safety information to help protect our most  
precious cargo on the road. Click to Order

Child Passenger Safety Outreach

https://trafficsafetyteam.org/whale-check-program/
https://form.jotform.com/trafficteam/CPS


Friendly Reminders to Buckle Up
By now, everyone should know they need to buckle up, but do they? 
Unfortunately, safety belt use decreased in the 2022 survey results, 
and the age group of 16 to 34 continues to rank lowest in buckling 
up. To help ensure buckling up becomes the social norm, we shipped 
168 of our new Phone Down / Buckle Up banners with 266 matching 
posters and 28 Safety Belts Save Lives banners with 56 corresponding 
posters. They were distributed to high schools in our 18-county district 
and Northeast Florida college locations, including UNF, Jacksonville 
University, FSCJ, Flagler, Sante Fe, Florida Gateway, and St Johns River. 

Partners in education are a fundamental part of our positive 
community outreach and encouraging safe habits, especially with 
younger drivers. One of the banners was recently spotted at the 
Bartram Trail High School exit, and a student took a picture of this 
poster on the wall of Tocoi Creek High School in St. Johns County. 

Thank you to our team members and community partners who have 
ordered these materials. Displaying buckle-up reminders is an easy 

way to support traffic 
safety, which reduces 
fatalities and injuries on our 
roadways! 100% safety belt 
use would help towards 
the Target Zero goal of 
ZERO. Go to our Occupant 
Protection web page to 
order and download digital 
graphics to share.

Click Here

Eyes on the RoadUpcoming CTST Meetings:
St. Johns / Putnam  
10.10.23 & 11.14.23 @ 1:30 PM

Columbia / Hamilton /  
Lafayette / Suwannee 
10.17.23 & 11.21.23 @ 10:30 AM

Duval 10.18.23 & 11.15.23 @ 10:00 AM

Clay 10.18.23 & 11.15.23 @ 2:00 PM

Alachua / Dixie / Gilchrist /  
Levy / Madison / Taylor 
10.19.23 & 11.16.23 @ 10:00 AM 

DISTRICTWIDE 11.9.23 @ 10:00 AM

Nassau 11.28.23 @ 10:30 AM

Bradford / Baker / Union 
12.6.23 @ 10:30 AM

Team meetings are virtual and subject to change. 

YOU are our expert eyes on the road. If 
you see an issue on our Northeast Florida 
District Two roadways, let us know. 
Submission can be made through the 
online Roadway Concerns form. Whether 
it’s a simple maintenance concern, a 
roadway marking that needs repainting, 
or a crash study that’s needed for an 
engineering evaluation, it’s all part of 
what we do to improve traffic safety. 

If you have a colleague or community partner 
who has an interest in traffic safety, invite 
them to join us during a virtual Traffic Safety 
Team meeting. 
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Recovering from Hurricane Idalia 
Much of September was spent with recover efforts in many of our FDOT District Two counties. Hurricane 
Idalia made landfall in Taylor County as a Category 3 storm with maximum sustained winds of 125 mph. 
Our rural counties, Suwannee, Dixie, Madison, Lafayette, Hamilton, Levy, and Taylor, were most affected. 
Everyone joined forces to help with the clean up, removing debris, clearing roads and keeping everyone 
safe. Seeing the tremendous response and teamwork in supporting the impacted areas was great!

If you can use some 
Target Zero and 
traffic safety materials 
for a Trunk-or-Treat 
or other community 
event, let us know!  

Thanks to Jordyn Zyngier with UF Shands Health and the Jacksonville 
Beach Police Department for promoting Child Passenger Safety for 
National Seat Check Saturday! By tagging us and reposting content,  
we can engage and leverage our collective interests to save lives better. 

Traffic Safety Outreach

Please send us photos of your events, community outreach, or education campaigns to share! 
Email to: trafficsafetyteam@dot.state.fl.us

@TrafficSafetyTeam @TrafficSafetyFL        TrafficSafetyTeam.org

Team member, Anthony Ferris 
with Columbia Department 
of Health handed out child 
passenger safety, activity 
books for kids and resources 
at the National Night Out 
presented by the Lake 
City Police Department on 
October 3, 2023.

Let us know if you need traffic safety materials for a Trunk-or-Treat or other community event! We also 
have downloadable digital graphics available for October’s Pedestrian Safety Month and National School 
Bus Safety Week, among others. Don’t forget to check out our mocktail recipes for Sober October, 
Thanksgiving celebrations, and upcoming holiday season impaired driving campaigns. Together, we 
make our neighborhoods and roadways a safer place to be. 

Fall Safety Initiatives

https://trafficsafetyteam.org/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/traffic-safety/pedestrian-safety/
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https://trafficsafetyteam.org/mocktails/

