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TRAFFICSAFETYTALK
Hot Topics in District Two

Our new District Two county crash fact sheets are now 
available online. This is an important resource for our Traffic 
Safety Team members, partners, and agencies. This year we 
changed the format and added a breakdown of at-fault driver 
demographics, and noted key crash facts for 12 emphasis 
areas. Summary reports were generated with districtwide 
numbers and for each of our 18 counties.

We have started open discussion meetings on topics to encourage conversations on districtwide traffic 
safety concerns. The virtual gathering is an excellent opportunity for team members across District Two 
to ask questions and share their knowledge and expertise. In March, we 
discussed the history of the CTSP (established 29 years ago in Northeast 
Florida) and the importance of engineering concerns. This led to concerns 
regarding electric micromobility devices and golf cart safety issues. Each 
meeting has had over 50 members from the 4Es joining from across our 
district to help tackle these concerns and save lives. 

Golf Carts and Low-Speed Vehicles – In May, the discussion about golf 
carts and low-speed vehicles (LSV) started with a study analyzing golf cart crashes. 
A key concern was presented about the safety of children and the use of car seats 
in these LSVs. Florida’s new law going into effect later this year will require updating 
local ordinances and existing safety materials. Many golf cart neighborhoods, rural 
communities, and mega-RV campgrounds strive to establish safe guidelines for 
using LSVs. Law enforcement and education are needed. We have compiled a variety 
of materials and information on our Golf Cart and Low-Speed Vehicle Safety page.

Electric Mobility Devices – The wave of e-bikes/scooters/unicycles 
has become an important topic on our local roadways. In April, we looked 
at the population growth in Florida and existing pedestrian and bicycle 
crash data. Data documenting e-bike and other electric mobility device 
crashes and injuries is needed. Local beach communities like Nassau and 
Neptune have established ordinances addressing e-bike usage. Others 
may want to consider having similar regulations. We have a new digital 
tip card for electric mobility users and gathered resources available on our 
E-Bike Safety Discussion page.  

2022 Crash Facts AvailableJune & July CTST Meetings:
St. Johns / Putnam  
6.13.23 & 7.11.23 @ 1:30 PM

Alachua / Dixie / Gilchrist / Levy 
Madison / Taylor 
6.15.23 & 7.20.23 @ 10:00 AM 

Columbia / Hamilton /  
Lafayette / Suwannee 
6.20.23 & 7.18.23 @ 10:30 AM

Duval 6.21.23 & 7.19.23 @ 10:00 AM

Clay 6.21.23 & 7.19.23 @ 2:00 PM

Nassau 7.25.23 @ 10:30 AM

Bradford / Baker / Union 
8.2.23 @ 10:30 AM

Team meetings are virtual and subject to change. 

Electric Mobility Devices

Crash Facts

https://trafficsafetyteam.org/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/low-speed-vehicle-safety/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/e-bike-safety-discussion/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/e-bike-safety-discussion/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/low-speed-vehicle-safety/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/crash-data/


Holly Walker has been a CTST member since 1999 and a Traffic Safety Champion for 
District Two! Holly recently completed several accreditations, and we want to recognize 
these wonderful accomplishments. This year she became a Car-Fit Coordinator 
and a Child Passenger Safety Technician. She volunteers with the United Service 
Organizations and constantly promotes traffic safety throughout Northeast Florida. 
Going above and beyond in her call of duty as a professional engineer, Holly has 
earned her Road Safety Professional Certification and dedicates much of her time to 
improving roadways and reducing traffic fatalities and injuries. We are a stronger CTST 
network with Holly as a member and appreciate her commitment and ongoing efforts.

We customized our W.H.A.L.E. Check program flyer with orange and 
blue colors for our traffic safety partner, Uf Health Shands Children’s 
Hospital, in partnership with Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals. They 
printed this double-sided child passenger safety (CPS) education and 
identification piece to be distributed to parents. One side has a label form 
to be completed and placed on the child’s car seat to provide vital contact 
information for emergency personnel, and two labels for the sides of 
the seat to alert rescuers that the occupant is participating in W.H.A.L.E. 
Check. The other side has important CPS tips and guidelines. 

Engaging with each other, partner agencies, and communities online 
is an excellent way to educate and share materials and safety messages 
to help improve peoples’ driving behaviors.

After an Alachua CTST meeting, Thomas Idoyaga with the City of 
Gainesville RTS public transit contacted us to post two of our occupant 
protection web banners on their website. We love that they work to 
provide safe transportation options to improve the quality of life in their community. Check them out at 
go-rts.com and let us know if you would like any traffic safety messages for your agency website!

Traffic safety is a priority for many of our partner agencies, and we 
appreciate everyone’s efforts on and off the streets! The City of Jacksonville 
Beach Police Department is promoting traffic safety on its social media 
pages, including this “One Click Does the Trick” graphic. 

Congratulations also go to the City of Jacksonville Beach Police 
Department, which will be recognized in an awards ceremony this 
summer by the Florida Law Enforcement Liaison Program and the Florida 
Department of Transportation. They placed within the top three rankings 
based on their agency’s size category in the Florida Law Enforcement 
Liaison Traffic Safety Challenge, which recognizes their efforts in developing 
and implementing a comprehensive traffic safety program that may make a 
significant and positive impact in our community by reducing traffic-related 
crashes, injuries, and fatalities. 

Traffic Safety Team Member Highlight: Holly Walker

Traffic Safety Team Partner Highlight: UF Health Shands

Traffic Safety Online

W.H.A.L.E. CHECK is a child passenger safety education and identification progra
m for parents 

and caregivers. In the event of an automobile crash, children are often too young to identify themselves 

or provide helpful information. See the other side for great child safety seat tips and guideline
s!

 
Fill out the sticker below and place it on the back of your ch

ild’s car seat to provide vital contact 

information for emergency personnel. Stick the two smaller labels on each side of the car seat.  

These will alert rescuers that the occupant is participating in 
W.H.A .L.E. CHECK.

provided by: UF Health Shands Children’s Hospital & Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals

child’s name: ________________________________________________
____________________

parent/guardian names: _______________________________________________
_____________

phone numbers: ______________________________________________
____________________

emergency contact name: ________________________________________________
___________

emergency phone number: ______________________________________________
____________

Safeguard your child in the right car seat!

UFHealth.org
TrafficSafetyTeam.org

 Babies under age 1 should always ride in a rear-facing car seat.There are different types of rear-facing car seats: Infant-only seats can only be used rear-facing. Convertible and 3-in-1 car seats typically have higher height and weight limits for the rear-facing position, allowing you to keep your child rear-facing for a longer period of time.
 Toddlers should ride in a rear-facing car seat with a harness as long as possible – until they reach the top height or weight limit of the seat, typically around 35 to 45 pounds.
 Young children should ride in a forward-facing car seat with a harness until they reach the top height or weight limit of the seat – typically between 40 and 60 pounds.
 Children should ride in a belt-positioning booster seat until they are at least 4 feet 9 inches tall. Seat belts fit properly when the lap belt lies snugly across the upper thighs, not the stomach, and the shoulder belt lies snug across the shoulder and chest, not over the neck or face. 

#1 WEAR YOUR SAFETY BELT: Studies show that if you wear your seat belt, your kids will too.#2  FOLLOW THE MANUFACTURER’S INSTRUCTIONS: Always check the manual for   both your car and the child safety seat for proper installation guidelines. 
#3  SEAT STRAPPED IN TIGHT: You should not be able to move the car seat more than  one inch in any direction at the belt path, and always use the top tether when forward facing.#4  CHEST CLIP AT ARMPIT LEVEL & HARNESS SNUG: Straps should be tight   enough so that you cannot pinch the fabric of the harness at the shoulders.
#5  BACK SEAT IS SAFEST: Children age 13 and under should ride in the back seat.   Older children no longer need a special seat if their legs bend comfortably at the   seat’s edge with their back resting flat against the back of the seat.

@TrafficSafetyTeam @TrafficSafetyFL        TrafficSafetyTeam.org

https://trafficsafetyteam.org/whale-check-program/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/whale-check-program/
http://go-rts.com
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/


Buckling Up Reminders Needed Everywhere

Updated and New Occupant Protection Materials 

In April, Northeast Florida CTST members 
ordered and distributed buckle up materials. We 
provided free banners and posters for partner 
agencies, local businesses, and community 
events. The materials also helped kick start 
the May 15 to June 4 Click It or Ticket wave.
Remember, District Two has three counties that 
are part of the Florida Seatbelt Survey in June. 

We thank team member Anthony Ferris for 
sharing a photo of our Safety Belts Save Lives 

banner on display at Columbia County’s Florida Health Department. And Christine 
Aronow spotted a Phone Down, Buckle Up banner on SR16 in Green Cove Springs.  
Please email your photos to us at: trafficsafetyteam@dot.state.fl.us  

You may also see reminders driving around Northeast Florida as we recently 
added the Buckle Up Florida safety message to 15 new maintenance trucks. 

With the latest safety belt usage results showing 
a decrease and an increase in our Northeast 
Florida population, maintaining a solid presence 
for occupant protection is more critical than 
ever. Check out the complete report and an 
overview of trends in Northeast Florida from the 
three counties surveyed in District Two.

We have refreshed our most popular “buckle up” messages with brighter colors. 
The 2’x5’ indoor/outdoor banners and 11”x17” double-sided posters are now available 
for our District Two members and partners to order for free. Buckling up is the 
single most effective thing people can do to protect themselves in the event of a 
crash. Safety belts have been proven to save lives, but they only work if used. We 
need your help to spread the word. You can find various digital media to share from 
our trafficsafetyteam.org website.
  
We developed a new safety message after looking at the 
over-representation of fatality and injury crashes with young 
men, ages 18–24, in Northeast Florida rural counties caused 
by speeding and lower seat belt usage. By interviewing this 
target audience, we established better insight into some 
barriers and behavioral determinants of excessive speeding. 
We created a new graphic with country-styled “Buckle-Up” 
and “Slow Down” belt buckles and the message: Life is a 
journey. Enjoy the ride… safely to reach your destiny. We 
want to change their thoughts about speeding and realize 
it’s not worth the risk to their life or future. To learn more 
about our research, examples of why speeding among 
young male drivers on rural roads is a problem, and our 
goals, check out our new Slow Down blog post. Learn More

View Results

Order Now

https://trafficsafetyteam.org/occupant-protection/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/slow-down/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/safety-belt-use-in-northeast-florida/
https://form.jotform.com/trafficteam/order-buckle-up-banners


Traffic Safety Activity Books
– Kid Tested and Approved!

We created ten short videos last fall for National Teen Driver Safety Week. 
They are easy to share for the 100 Deadliest Days for Teen Drivers – and 
all year long. The “100 Deadliest Days” is when fatal teen crashes increase 
dramatically between Memorial Day and Labor Day. Nationwide over 
7,000 people died in teen-related crashes from 2010–2019 this summer. 

Teen drivers have a higher rate of fatal crashes due to immaturity, lack of 
skills, and lack of experience. Teenagers speed, make mistakes, wear safety 
belts less often, and get distracted easily – especially if their friends are 
in the car. Visit our Driving Tips for Teens page for more information and 
video links. For more information on FDOT-related programs and grants, 
visit the Safety Office Teen Driver Safety page and check out the Florida 
Teen Safe Driving Coalitions’  100 Deadliest Days for Teen Drivers page.

100 Deadliest Days for Teen Drivers

Teen Safety Videos

Please send us your photos! 

If you have an upcoming event or an idea for community outreach that involves traffic safety, 
please let us know how we can help! Email us at: trafficsafetyteam@dot.state.fl.us

If you see a new traffic safety concern, please submit it through the online 
Roadway Concerns form. Please include photos or videos so we can 
clearly see the issue and help find the best solution! 

@TrafficSafetyTeam @TrafficSafetyFL        TrafficSafetyTeam.org

Click to Submit 
a Concern

After the initial 20,000 copies of our original safety activity books 
were out the door in a couple of weeks to all our team partners for 
distribution throughout Northeast Florida, we decided to order 
15,000 more copies. We provide them free to our CTST members for 
handing out at community events and their agencies. 

Check out our traffic safety activity books in action. We love these 
photos from St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office Sr. Deputy Mark 
Wilson with Youth Services at Palm Valley Academy. We appreciate 
everything Mark and the students do to promote safe habits for life!

If you have not already, it’s not too 
late to place an order. We created 
these colorful two-part flipbooks for 
our local elementary-age children 
and preteens with mazes, puzzles, 
crosswords, word searches, trivia, 
and safety checklists to keep kids 
engaged while educating them 
about valuable traffic safety rules 
to help prevent injuries or death.Order now

https://trafficsafetyteam.org/traffic-safety/safety-for-kids/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/driving-tips-for-teens/
https://www.fdot.gov/Safety/programs/teen-drivers.shtm
https://flteensafedriver.org/100-deadliest-days/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/driving-tips-for-teens/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/driving-tips-for-teens/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/roadway-concerns/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/
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https://form.jotform.com/trafficteam/activity-books

