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“Bringing you home safely” has been the District Two Community 
Traffic Safety Program tagline for 26 years. It continues to be our 
motto and supports our belief that we are ground zero for  
Target Zero!

Secretary Perdue stated in his Oct 28, 2022, speech at the American 
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) 
Annual Meeting in Orlando, “Communities are our number one 
priority. Our theme (FDOT) must be community-centric as we are 
working towards the future.” The Community Traffic Safety Program 
plays a critical role in the Department’s future and connection to our 
local communities and our commitment to safety and Target Zero. 

“How do we, as state DOTs, continue to deliver infrastructure and be successful? It is about connecting 
the dots between what we do to every community we serve,” he explained.

“They desire this engagement, even for something as simple as resurfacing roads,” Perdue pointed 
out. “If we build coalitions of local support around them, we’ll see the fruits of that labor. We’re also 
challenging our employees to re-engage with the communities where they live and work, where they 
reside with friends and families; not just serving them but working more in partnership with them.”

We have made Perdue’s community engagement remarks available online and suggest you take a few 
minutes to watch the video. We’ve also included a link to view the entire speech.

Critical Role in Community Engagement

This year we are providing virtual, open discussion meetings 
on special topics with Andrea Atran, District Two Community 
Traffic Safety Program Manager, to encourage conversations 
on districtwide issues. The informal gathering is a good 
opportunity for members to ask questions and share their 
knowledge and expertise. In February, we reviewed safety 
grants, and in March, we discussed the history of the CTSP and 
the importance of engineering concerns. This led to concerns 
regarding micromobility. We will address e-bikes/scooters in 
April and golf cart safety issues in May. 

Tackling these topics will take a group effort. We look forward 
to bringing everyone together to address these issues 
affecting our communities in the coming months. 

Safety LaneApril & May CTST Meetings:
Bradford / Baker / Union 
4.5.23 @ 10:30 AM 

St. Johns / Putnam  
4.11.23 & 5.9.23 @ 1:30 PM

Columbia / Hamilton /  
Lafayette / Suwannee 
4.18.23 & 5.16.23 @ 10:30 AM

Duval 4.19.23 & 5.17.23 @ 10:00 AM

Clay 4.19.23 & 5.17.23 @ 2:00 PM

Alachua / Dixie Gilchrist / Levy 
4.20.23 & 5.18.23 @ 10:00 AM 

Nassau 5.23.23 @ 10:30 AM

Team meetings are virtual and subject to change. 

https://trafficsafetyteam.org/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/critical-role-in-community-engagement/


We spotlight Traffic Safety Champion Elizabeth De Jesus, Transportation 
Programs Manager at the North Florida TPO (Transportation Planning 
Organization). She has been a member of the Duval CTST team for 11 
years. Her favorite thing about the Community Traffic Safety Teams is the 
multidisciplinary representation of the members. 

Elizabeth loves to travel, especially on mission trips.  She would love to be 
able to help dig freshwater wells for people around the world who have no 
access to clean water. Her dedication to our communities and beyond is one 
of the reasons Elizabeth is a champion.  

Elizabeth has been a long-time promoter of bicycle and pedestrian safety in 
our region. She works to reduce fatalities and injuries on our roadways. She often helps distribute traffic 
safety materials and campaign messages.  She shared, “Technology integration in our roadway systems, 
as well as in vehicles, has definitely helped us improve safety.” However, “distracted humans” is the #1 
hurdle to maintaining safe roads in her experience!  

For National Volunteer Week coming up on 
April 16-22, we wanted to show our gratitude for 
our Traffic Safety Teams and the great work they 
do to help save lives. Check out our new video 
highlighting photos through the years and 
recent comments from team members. 

We greatly appreciate our new team members 
stepping up to meet today’s challenges and our 
many long-standing members dedicated for 
decades to improving safety for all road users.  

District Two CTSTs are locally-based groups of highway safety advocates committed to solving traffic 
safety problems through a comprehensive, multi-jurisdictional, multi-disciplinary approach. Members 
include City, County, and State representatives, private industry, and citizens. The common goal of each 
CTST is to reduce the number and severity of traffic crashes within their community. 

On March 30, the Duval Traffic Safety Team celebrated its 28th year. Upcoming CTST anniversaries 
include Clay’s 23rd on April 25, Alachua’s 29th on April 28 (encompasses Dixie, Gilchrist, and Levy 
counties), and Putnam’s 25th on May 6.  

Through the years, these teams have made countless roadway improvements, solved engineering 
and traffic safety concerns, and shared untold amounts of safety information, education, and outreach 
efforts. We appreciate and thank all the teams working to save lives in Florida!

Traffic Safety CHAMPION: Elizabeth De Jesus

Traffic Safety Champions Since 1994

If you have an upcoming event or an idea for community outreach that involves traffic safety, 
please let us know how we can help! We can share your news, events, and campaigns on our 
social media platforms, at team meetings, in an email, and highlight it in our next newsletter. 

Please email us at: trafficsafetyteam@dot.state.fl.us

@TrafficSafetyTeam @TrafficSafetyFL        TrafficSafetyTeam.org

https://trafficsafetyteam.org/
https://youtu.be/KuLCrm-HwcU


A local team member and avid bicyclist 
submitted a concern stating that many of the 
manhole covers on San Jose Blvd are below the 
asphalt. In turn, this causes the drivers to shift 
to the right to avoid them, forcing them to veer 
into the bike lane. 
 
This concern was brought to the attention of the Duval Traffic Safety Team. FDOT Maintenance 
contacted AT&T who owns the manhole covers. A request was created to complete the repairs. By the 
first week in March, the manhole covers were fixed by AT&T. This was a great display of communication 
and coordination to solve a problem! Great job Harmon Payne for raising this concern!

The Northeast Florida Traffic Safety Teams rely on their members, working to identify and solve problems 
on our local roadways. It is important that team members bring attention to these issues so that they can 
be fixed in a timely manner. Below are samples of a few recently resolved concerns brought to the teams 
for evaluation.  

A concern was submitted stating that the “Do Not Block” 
pavement markings in front of the UF Health Hospital on 8th 
St W are faded. The team member hoped these pavement 
markings could be redone to prevent traffic from stopping and 
blocking the intersection. 

This issue was sent to FDOT maintenance for further inspection. 
The maintenance team got a contractor to address the faded 
pavement markings, which have since been repainted. Thank 
you Rebecca Melvin for submitting this concern!

An engineering concern was submitted to the St Johns 
Traffic Safety Team stating that while bicycle keyholes 
have been provided at almost every intersection within 
the Beachwalk/Beacon Lakes communities, the right 
turn lane from CR 210 onto Old CR 210 is in direct conflict 
with the bike lane. The bicycle keyhole is missing at this 
location, thus creating a hazardous condition for bicyclists. 

This concern was brought to the attention of St. Johns 
County. They discussed possible solutions with their 

engineering team. Ultimately, they plan to readjust the right turn lane and appropriately align the bike 
lane at this location. Great work Antonia Donnelly for bringing this to our attention!

Solving Community Traffic Safety Concerns in District 2 

If you see a new traffic safety concern, please submit it through the online 
Roadway Concerns form. Please include photos or videos so we can 
clearly see the issue and help find the best solution! 

The right turn lane from CR 210 onto Old CR 210 conflicts with the bicycle lane. The bicycle key hole is 
missing, since the future turn lane has been gored.  

 

 

This conflict in movements is extremely dangerous to bicyclists who frequent this corridor.  

 

 

Corrective action:  The bicycle lane should be moved to be adjacent to the through lane, while moving 
the right turn lane to the right side of the bicycle lane. 

 

Location: Duval County, SR 13 from Old St Augustine Road to San Marco Blvd

Before: Sunken manhole After: Repaired manhole

Location: St. Johns County, CR 210, intersecting with Old CR 210

Location: Duval County, 8th Street W intersecting with Dr. Roy Baker Street

Click to Submit 
a Concern

https://trafficsafetyteam.org/roadway-concerns/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/roadway-concerns/


New Traffic Safety Activity Books  and Bookmarks

Buckle Up Materials Available 
Calling all Northeast Florida CTST members to help 
distribute occupant protection posters and banners. The 
posters can be displayed on bulletin boards, windows, and 
doors. The banners can be hung inside or outside. These 
free materials are great to provide to other local businesses 
or at community events. If the ones you have are starting to 
look weathered, this is a great time to replace them before 
the Click It or Ticket wave from May 15 to June 4, 2023.

With the increase in our Northeast Florida population, maintaining a solid presence for occupant 
protection is more critical than ever. Buckling up is the single most effective thing people can do to 
protect themselves in the event of a crash. Safety belts have been proven to save lives, but they only work 
if used. Additional occupant protection resources and information, crash facts can be found online at 
TrafficSafetyTeam.org.

The Celebrate Safely, Designate a Driver message with alternative 
transportation choices instead of driving under the influence has been 
strong in Northeast Florida for the last quarter century. Recipes for the 
Road have been a great pathway to encourage smart behaviors to reduce 
impaired driving. 

Springtime brings many outdoor activities, events, concerts, county fairs, 
and gatherings in Florida, where alcohol and drug use may be present. 
NHTSA’s Drug-Impaired Driving campaign will be on April 20. Drinking is 
often a part of May celebrations during Cinco De Mayo and the Memorial 
Day holiday weekend. We will be diligent and continue to promote 
responsible and safe driving throughout our communities with your help!  

The TrafficSafetyTeam.org website has impaired driving crash facts, digital 
tip cards, and mocktail recipes to share with your network.

Following 25 Years of Celebrating SafelySpring Recipe Videos

Order Now

Pineapple 
Mock-Margarita 

Red-White-Blue 
American Slushy

For over 20 years, we have provided locally designed bookmarks to library 
branches and bookmobiles. The new 2023 double-sided bookmarks will ship to 
all Northeast Florida Public Libraries. They include tips for adults and children 
on occupant protection, school bus, bicycle, and pedestrian safety. 

Our original safety activity books will be arriving this month. We 
provide them free for team members to distribute at community 
events and through their agencies. These colorful two-part flipbooks 
were created for elementary-age children and preteens. Important 
traffic safety messages and activities on child passenger safety (CPS), 
pedestrian, bike, ATV off-road, and school bus safety will be found. The 
mazes, puzzles, crosswords, word searches, trivia, and safety checklists 
keep kids engaged while emphasizing valuable  
safety rules to help prevent injuries or death.

https://trafficsafetyteam.org/traffic-safety/occupant-protection-2/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/celebrate-safely/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/recipes-for-the-road/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/recipes-for-the-road/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/mocktails/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/mocktails/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/occupant-protection/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/traffic-safety-bookmarks/
https://form.jotform.com/trafficteam/activity-books
https://youtu.be/QoJ7pWq-U74
https://youtu.be/yPJqMQpzJ0Y
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/traffic-safety-bookmarks/
https://form.jotform.com/trafficteam/activity-books

