Florida Legislations Regarding Electric Bicycles
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316.003 Definitions.—The following words and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings
respectively ascribed to them in this section, except where the context otherwise requires:

(23) ELECTRIC BICYCLE.—A bicycle or tricycle equipped with fully operable pedals, a seat or saddle for
the use of the rider, and an electric motor of less than 750 watts which meets the requirements of one of the
following three classifications:

(a) “Class 1 electric bicycle” means an electric bicycle equipped with a motor that provides assistance only
when the rider is pedaling and that ceases to provide assistance when the electric bicycle reaches the speed of 20
miles per hour.

(b) “Class 2 electric bicycle” means an electric bicycle equipped with a motor that may be used exclusively to
propel the electric bicycle and that ceases to provide assistance when the electric bicycle reaches the speed of 20
miles per hour.

(c) “Class 3 electric bicycle” means an electric bicycle equipped with a motor that provides assistance only
when the rider is pedaling and that ceases to provide assistance when the electric bicycle reaches the speed of 28
miles per hour.

(24) ELECTRIC PERSONAL ASSISTIVE MOBILITY DEVICE.—Any self-balancing, two-nontandem-
wheeled device, designed to transport only one person, with an electric propulsion system with average power
of 750 watts (1 horsepower), the maximum speed of which, on a paved level surface when powered solely by
such a propulsion system while being ridden by an operator who weighs 170 pounds, is less than 20 miles per
hour. Electric personal assistive mobility devices are not vehicles as defined in this section.

(41) MICROMOBILITY DEVICE.—Any motorized transportation device made available for private use by
reservation through an online application, website, or software for point-to-point trips and which is not capable
of traveling at a speed greater than 20 miles per hour on level ground. This term includes motorized scooters
and bicycles as defined in this chapter.
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316.20655 Electric bicycle regulations.—

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, an electric bicycle or an operator of an electric bicycle shall
be afforded all the rights and privileges, and be subject to all of the duties, of a bicycle or the operator of a
bicycle, including s. 316.2065. An electric bicycle is a vehicle to the same extent as a bicycle. However, this
section may not be construed to prevent a local government, through the exercise of its powers under s. 316.008,
from adopting an ordinance governing the operation of electric bicycles on streets, highways, sidewalks, and
sidewalk areas under the local government’s jurisdiction; to prevent a municipality, county, or agency of the
state having jurisdiction over a bicycle path, multiuse path, or trail network from restricting or prohibiting the
operation of an electric bicycle on a bicycle path, multiuse path, or trail network; or to prevent a municipality,
county, or agency of the state having jurisdiction over a beach as defined in s. 161.54(3) or a dune as defined in
s. 161.54(4) from restricting or prohibiting the operation of an electric bicycle on such beach or dune.

(2) An electric bicycle or an operator of an electric bicycle is not subject to the provisions of law relating

to financial responsibility, driver or motor vehicle licenses, vehicle registration, title certificates, off-highway
motorcycles, or off-highway vehicles.

(3) Beginning January 1, 2021, manufacturers and distributors of electric bicycles shall apply a label that is
permanently affixed in a prominent location to each electric bicycle. The label must contain the classification
number, top assisted speed, and motor wattage of the electric bicycle.

(4) A person may not tamper with or modify an electric bicycle so as to change the motor-powered speed
capability or engagement of an electric bicycle, unless the label indicating the classification number required in
subsection (3) is replaced after such modification.

(5) An electric bicycle must comply with the equipment and manufacturing requirements for bicycles adopted
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by the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission under 16 C.F.R. part 1512.

(6) An electric bicycle must operate in a manner so that the electric motor is disengaged or ceases to function
when the rider stops pedaling or when the brakes are applied.

(7) An operator may ride an electric bicycle where bicycles are allowed, including, but not limited to, streets,
highways, roadways, shoulders, bicycle lanes, and bicycle or multiuse paths.
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316.2068 Electric personal assistive mobility devices; regulations.—

(1) An electric personal assistive mobility device, as defined in s. 316.003, may be operated:

(a) On aroad or street where the posted speed limit is 25 miles per hour or less.

(b) On a marked bicycle path.

(¢) On any street or road where bicycles are permitted.

(d) At an intersection, to cross a road or street even if the road or street has a posted speed limit of more than
25 miles per hour.

(e) On asidewalk, if the person operating the device yields the right-of-way to pedestrians and gives an
audible signal before overtaking and passing a pedestrian.

(2) A valid driver license is not a prerequisite to operating an electric personal assistive mobility device.

(3) Electric personal assistive mobility devices need not be registered and insured in accordance with s.
320.02.

(4) A person who is under the age of 16 years may not operate, ride, or otherwise be propelled on an electric
personal assistive mobility device unless the person wears a bicycle helmet that is properly fitted, that is
fastened securely upon his or her head by a strap, and that meets the standards of the American National
Standards Institute (ANSI Z Bicycle Helmet Standards), the standards of the Snell Memorial Foundation (1984
Standard for Protective Headgear for Use in Bicycling), or any other nationally recognized standards for bicycle
helmets which are adopted by the department.

(5) A county or municipality may regulate the operation of electric personal assistive mobility devices on any
road, street, sidewalk, or bicycle path under its jurisdiction if the governing body of the county or municipality
determines that regulation is necessary in the interest of safety.

(6) The Department of Transportation may prohibit the operation of electric personal assistive mobility
devices on any road under its jurisdiction if it determines that such a prohibition is necessary in the interest of
safety.
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(45) “Vehicle” means every device in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may be transported or
drawn upon a public highway or operated upon rails or guideway, except a bicycle, motorized wheelchair, or
electric bicycle.
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