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Looking at Needs and Priorities in District 2 Communities

The Northeast Florida Community Traffic Safety Program (CTSP) begins this year, recognizing we
can make a difference and save lives by working closely with our team members, partners, and
communities. The eighteen counties of District Two are comprised of rural and urban areas with distinct

needs and priorities.

Our local traffic safety teams and their work are ground zero for the efforts of Target Zero. Last year
District Two Community Traffic Safety Teams (CTSTs) facilitated 244 engineering concerns and resolved
over 110 traffic safety issues on our local roadways. We dove into the local data for the Strategic Highway
Safety Plan focus areas. We promoted safety messages online and in person tirelessly. We are dedicated
to making our roads safer, ultimately reducing crashes, injuries, and fatalities.

Shout-out to Officer Brett Morando, with Green Cove Springs Police Department and a Clay Traffic
Safety Team member, for his roadway concern regarding nine signs and 19 crosswalk markings along
US 17 in Green Cove Springs that were worn, faded or peeling. FDOT replaced or cleaned the signs and

repainted the crosswalks.

We'd also like to recognize the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office for their agency participation and
consistent concern submissions by multiple deputies. We appreciate your eyes on the road!

’/) Click to Submit

a Concern

Upcoming CTST Meetings:

St. Johns 2.14.23 & 314.23 @ 1:30 PM
Duval 2.15.23 & 315.23 @ 10:00 AM
Clay 2.15.23 & 3.15.23 @ 2:00 PM

Alachua / Dixie Gilchrist / Levy
2.16.23 & 3.16.23 @ 10:00 AM

Columbia / Hamilton /
Lafayette /Suwannee
2.21.23 & 3.21.23 @ 10:30 AM

Putnam 3.7.23 @ 11:00 AM
Nassau 3.28.23 @ 10:30 AM

Bradford / Baker / Union
4.6.23 @ 11:00 AM

Team meetings are virtual and subject to change.

If you have a colleague or community partner who has an interest in traffic
safety, invite them to become a team member! If you see a new traffic safety
concern, please submit it through the online Roadway Concerns form.

2,335 Views
14.78%

Move Over Outreach

January was Florida's Move Over awareness
month. Motorists were reminded to obey
the Move Over Law, which helps protect
those who provide essential services in a
dangerous environment — the side of the
road. We posted safety messages online
and through social media. Our video,
“Florida Law, Move Over and Slow Down for
Stopped Emergency and Service Vehicles,”
has been popular with over 2,335 views on
the Traffic Safety Team's YouTube channel,
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn
pages. To check it out and for content to share throughout
the year, go to our Move Over or Slow Down webpage.

Engagement



https://trafficsafetyteam.org/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/roadway-concerns/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/move-over-or-slow-down/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/move-over-or-slow-down/
https://trafficsafetyteam.org/roadway-concerns/

Wow! A Quarter Century
of Recipes for the Road

Can you believe it's been 25 years? In honor
of this milestone, we showcased a new
anniversary design, recipe book, and videos.
We produced 500 posters and 10,750 recipe
books and cards to be distributed throughout
Northeast Florida. Special thanks to the 29
team members who helped promote this life-saving campaign by sharing these materials with local
businesses, restaurants, and bars to be displayed in support of celebrating safely.

||||||||

|||||||||||||

Recipes for the Road is part of our Celebrate Safely, Designate a Driver commmunity outreach which
supports local law enforcement efforts during the holidays. Year after year, the program has encouraged
safe driving behaviors, responsible drinking, traffic safety tips, and inspirational non-alcoholic mocktail
recipes. Safe transportation choices are promoted to eliminate impaired driving.

We congratulate Andrea Atran on spearheading this community outreach initiative! In honor of reaching
this new milestone, FDOT District Two hosted a celebration commemorating 25 years of dedication to
raising awareness of the dangers of impaired driving. Karen Favorite, our “favorite” designer, and Andrea
have collaborated on this campaign since the inaugural issue in 1998.

Thank you to Tracy Hisler-Pace and her coommunications team for hosting a festive event that included
cake, a live demonstration of three popular mocktail drinks (Candy Cane Mocktini, Minty Raspberry Nojito
Mojito, and Seasonal Juice Mocktail Punch), and delicious Sweet and Salty White Chocolate Snack Mix.
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New Community Traffic Safety Program
mocktail recipe videos are debuting. Our
non-alcoholic Peach Bella Bellini was a favorite
of the season and a perfect option to toast

the New Year. The fresh Strawberry Basil Lime
Infused Water kick-started Dry January for all
the health and safety-conscience drivers on
the road. And this month, we'll introduce a
sweet-tart Sparkling Cherry Valentine's Day-
inspired drink. Check out our other alcohol-free
cocktails and food recipes for all the festive
holidays throughout the year. Share to promote
responsible alcohol use and safe transportation
choices to eliminate driving while impaired.
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AL i, Working with Local Libraries for Two Decades!
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i G %tz_ Dive Safe: The Northeast Florida Community Traffic Safety Program started developing

_s7° relationships with local libraries and schools over 20 years ago. Traffic safety tips for

| kids were shared primarily on bookmarks. This led to activity books, tip cards, and
even schoolbook cover wraps. In 2017, we targeted messages toward drivers as well
as for children on our bookmarks. While book covers are no longer relevant in today's
digital world, we have seen continued popularity for our bookmarks.

You can find traffic safety materials in bookmobiles and neighborhood branches
throughout District Two's 18 county libraries. Or go to our Traffic Safety Bookmarks
online to print out and make your own! Check out different bookmarks from
throughout the last two decades and see the newest versions covering critical topics
on occupant protection, pedestrian safety, bicycle safety, and school bus safety.

Occupant Protection is a Priority

As you know, seat belts remain the best way to protect drivers and passengers
in the event of a crash. Our goal this year is to increase seat belt use in Duval
County and across our District Two counties. Out of the 13 counties surveyed,
Duval ranked the second-lowest safety belt use rate in the state, at 87.3%
(followed only by Volusia at 84.%). Areas of concern with low usage rates are:
« Minor Arterials and Local Roads

 Pickup Trucks (ranked about 10% less than other vehicles)

- Males (5.3% lower than females)

« Occupants 16-34 Years Old (only at an 88.7% usage rate)

Banners and posters are being displayed at local businesses, like insurance
companies and automotive shops. Two of our most popular posts from 2022
included the “Be Man Enough to Buckle Up" and “Buckle Up... Your Life Matters”
messages. And our Buckle Up Religiously campaign remains popular and will
be shared again through community churches. We provide many occupant

| protection materials and free graphics via our website and social media

| channels. Check out the Buckle Up Buddy Heart craft (perfect for Valentine's
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Baby “Bump” Brings CPS to the Forefront

Has it felt like an increase in babies and people in Northeast Florida? Well, you
would be correct. The number of U.S. births did rise in 2021. The modest 1%
gain is more like a baby bump than a baby boom. However, according to new
Census Bureau data, Florida's population also grew by 1.9% from July 2021 to
July 2022 - the most significant increase of any US state over this period. Since
2016, some District Two counties have seen even higher growth. St. Johns e e v
County has grown by 24% and Nassau County by 16.5% over the last six years. 3 o
Now is the time to educate new parents and caregivers about Florida's Child
Passenger Safety (CPS) laws and guidelines. The WHALE Check program is an
excellent resource with important CPS information and recommendations.
Please help us ensure all children are secured in a properly installed, crash-
tested, federally approved child restraint device appropriate for their size.
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District Two Traffic Safety CHAMPION: Walt Duffany

Walt Duffany is an important Columbia Traffic Safety Team member. While working
with an internal FDOT safety team, Walt attended his first meeting in 2015. He has
remained an active member since his FDOT retirement and in his work with Columbia
County Fire Rescue. When we asked Walt what his favorite thing about CTST is, he
responded with “the ability to join with other entities to improve road safety.”

Walt helped to improve the emergency turnarounds on |-75. This helped fire and
rescue members be able to respond faster and safer. Walt said, “it was a pleasure to
assist our |-75 customers in emergency situations.”

Walt feels that the biggest hurdle to maintaining safer roads is money and the time
needed to plan and complete a project.

Walt wants “to be someone who makes a difference.” We know he has accomplished
that goal and will continue to do so - it's what makes him our CHAMPION!

For those who don't know, Walt is the creator of our popular campaign - “Walt’s
Wise Words,” which started in 2018 to get people’s attention when talking about

traffic safety. Walt's wit and creativity continue to inspire us. So, in conclusion, we'll
leave you with a couple of our favorite sayings, but make sure to check out more
under our Traffic Safety Wise Words online.
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Columbia County C ity Traffic Safety Team members pose in front of a Lifeguard
EMS unit, host for this years Recipes for the Road,

Getting Schooled on Bike Helmets

In December, FDOT District Two provided Bike Helmet
Fitting classes in Jacksonville and Lake City. Shout-
out to CTST member, Paul Simpson from the Florida
Bicycle and Pedestrian Resource Center for his time
and expertise — thank you for making this a great
learning experience for all involved! This training was
an excellent opportunity to obtain the necessary skills
and certification to fit bike helmets for our team of traffic safety volunteers. The participants are now
able to support many different outreach opportunities to help size and fit helmets and to support the
mission of Target Zero in their community. We encourage anyone who wants to learn about the Bike
Helmet Promotion Program to reach out to Paul at: pmsimpson@ufl.edu

% Please send us any of your events, community outreach or education
\) campaigns you'd like us to share! Email to: trafficsafetyteam@dot.state.fl.us

TrafficSafetyTeam.org @TrafficSafetyTeam ©@TrafficSafetyFL
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